LESSON: Winning
THEME: Teamwork

LEVEL

EdRugby Online Educational Resource
Upper primary
Lower secondary

TEAMWORK

DESCRIPTION:
Students explore a Rugby poem presenting a point of view about winning and
the importance of friendship. They prepare a perspective, role-play a character
and work as a team in a mock up talkback radio debate.

OUTCOMES
This lesson contributes to the achievement of the following unit outcomes:

English
With teacher guidance, identifies and discusses how linguistic structures and
features work to shape readers’ and viewers’ understanding of texts.
Identifies and discusses some of the relationships between ideas, information
and events in visual texts designed for general viewing.

SUGGESTED TIME:
40 minutes

WHAT YOU NEED:
− magazines and newspapers featuring articles
− class copies of student handout (at the end of this lesson plan)
− mock up microphone (this could be a real microphone that isn’t plugged in
or a substitute such as a brush with a chord attached)
− additional props such as an ‘on air’ sign (optional)
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Lesson: Winning

PART 1: POEM
a. The following poem was written by sports writer Peter Fenton and found in a
Rugby desk calendar. Read the class the poem:

But it isn’t just the winning
Nor the scoring, nor the cheers,

TEAMWORK

It’s the friendship and the memories
That last you through the years.

It’s the camaraderie
That’s born of valour not of fame
It’s the sheer exhilaration
When you play the running game.
Peter Fenton

b. Work with the class to find out more about the poem. Prompt questions may
include:
What does this poem promote?
Are poem like this important? Why?
Why was this poem written?
Who is the typical audience?
What does the author think about winning?
What does the author think about camaraderie?
What does the author think about friendship?

Work with the class to record answers to some of these questions.

c. Ask the class to think about the issues raised in the poem. Ask them to think
about what might happen if the perspective of the author was changed. For
example, the poem could be written so that it emphasises the importance
of winning or is focused on the exhilaration of running on the field.
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PART 2: PREPARATION

TEAMWORK

a. Work with the class to develop a title for a talkback radio show. The theme
of the show will be related to winning and the ideas associated with it.
Brainstorm some of the topics you may like to explore. Some suggestions
are outlined below, but these should be added to with class input.

triumph

pride

success is
everything

sore loser
Winning

fair play

losing
sport

b. Once you have decided on a title and thought about some of the areas to
explore, organise the class so there are a range of people to role-play.
Some suggested roles include:
− host of the radio show
− announcer
− a number of guests (eg coach, trainer, player, expert, commentator)
− a number of opinionated callers (this will be the remainder of the class).
It is important to remind students that each person in the role-play should
have a definite opinion or point of view.
c. Ask students to write down a few notes, comments, questions and other
prompts that will help them organise their thinking and form the opinions held
by their assigned character. It may be helpful to write short pieces of dialogue
for roles such as the announcer or expert guest. Remind students that they
may not necessarily have the same opinions, perspective or point of view as
the person or character they are role-playing.
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PART 3: ON THE AIR
a. Organise the radio show equipment and seating. Use the microphone as a
way of letting students know when it is their turn to talk.
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b. The following suggested schedule can be easily modified depending on your
classroom situation.
i.

Announcer of the radio show welcomes the audience, introduces each
guest and announces the topic of the show.

ii.

The host introduces each guest, allowing time for each person to give a
short introduction about themselves and where they are likely to stand
on the issues.

iii. The announcer keeps track of the time, letting the host, guests and the
audience know the time every few minutes.
iv. The host introduces a question or comment and gives the first guest
some time to comment.
v.

A second guest (with a different opinion) is given time to comment.

vi. The announcer introduces caller number one, a student from the audience.
The host chats to them and gives them time to comment and express
their opinion.
vii. Repeat this basic procedure with additional guests and callers, ensuring
a range of opinions are expressed.
viii. The host summarises the points of view expressed in the show and
thanks the guests, callers and audience for listening.

PART 4: REFLECTION
Discuss the ideas that were introduced and discussed in the role-play. What
were some of the attitudes and opinions presented by the class? Discuss the
importance of other aspects of sport and competition such as friendship,
camaraderie, teamwork, memories and tradition. Explore the concept of valour
in the context of sport.
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PART 5: EXTENSION
Students could record the points of view raised in the show and write up a
report.
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Develop another talkback lesson to explore some of the other ideas introduced
by the poem such as friendship, camaraderie, memories, valour and fame.
Write an editorial about the topic of winning at all costs, in the form that
appears in newspapers. Change the perspective to reflect the opinion that
winning isn’t everything.
Ask students to listen to actual talkback radio and find examples of topics
and points of view and people who have expressed an opinion.
Students can begin to complete their essay or report on the issues and points
of view raised in the lesson.
Develop a logo and station ID for your radio show and invite other classes
to be in the audience.
Explore the language used on radio. Compare to other media such as
newspapers and television. Are the audiences the same? How might the
language change if it was broadcast in a different medium?
Find out more about talkback radio. Use the Internet to search for local radio
programs. Develop a letter or email to send to the radio show on a current topic.
Write a letter to the editor is response to some of the issues raised in the
radio show.
Challenge another class to an on-air debate on a relevant topic.
Find other examples of calendars containing inspirational quotes and develop
your own class calendar to reflect your school’s values.

Lesson: Winning

5

TEAMWORK

STUDENT HANDOUT POEM

But it isn’t just the winning
Nor the scoring, nor the cheers,
It’s the friendship and the memories
That last you through the years.
It’s the camaraderie
That’s born of valour not of fame
It’s the sheer exhilaration
When you play the running game.
Peter Fenton
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