LESSON: Websites 2

RUG BY MEDIA

THEME: Rugby media

LEVEL

EdRugby Online Educational Resource
Upper primary
Lower secondary

DESCRIPTION:
Students explore a range of websites. They deconstruct the text, images and
other elements and explore the form and function.
An ideal preparation for this lesson is Websites 1.

OUTCOMES
This lesson contributes to the achievement of the following unit outcomes:

English
With teacher guidance, identifies and discusses how linguistic structures
and features work to shape readers’ and viewers’ understanding of texts.
Identifies and discusses some of the relationships between ideas,
information and events in visual texts designed for general viewing.

SUGGESTED TIME:
50 minutes

WHAT YOU NEED:
– class copies of student handouts (at the end of this lesson plan)
– highlighters or coloured pencils
– Internet access (optional)

1

Lesson: Websites 2

PART 1: CONTEXT, PURPOSE AND AUDIENCE

RUG BY MEDIA

a. Distribute Student handout – Website. Ask students to examine the image
of the homepage of the Gungahlin Eagles Rugby Union Club. The club’s
Internet address or URL is:
www.eaglesrugby.rugbynet.com.au

Point out that the homepage shares some features with the ARU’s homepage at:
www.rugby.com.au

b. Discuss some of the features on the homepage that are different. Discuss
the reasons for these differences with the class. These may be because the
website was designed with a particular audience in mind, such as the local
players, administrators and supporters of Rugby in the Gungahlin area.
Because the club has changed its name to attract supporters and players
form the area of Gungahlin, the homepage central story is about the
foundation of the club.

PART 2: STRUCTURE
a. Discuss the website with the class, pointing out that the Gungahlin Eagles
is a fairly new club with a new name. Has this influenced the structure of
the website? Explain that the club is concerned with its history and with
attracting new supporters from the area. An article about its history and a
black-and-white photograph of the team is in the middle of the homepage, in
the most prominent position. Read the following to the class:
GUNGAHLIN EAGLES RUGBY UNION CLUB
Welcome to the Gungahlin Eagles Rugby Union Club (Founded as Daramalan
Rugby Club 1967). The Club has taken the decision to expand beyond its roots
in Daramalan College and to relocate to the growing area of Gungahlin…
Point out that the navigation bar is on the left side, as it is on many
homepages, including the ARU’s. On the right are links to the Supporters’
newsletters and the Australian and state news.
On the top of the homepage is the team’s name and logo, an advertisement
from a sponsor and the logo of the Official clubs, the football.
b. Ask students to locate and highlight the following features in different
colours on the club’s homepage:
−

the club’s logo

−

recent photographs of the team
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−

the season’s calendar

−

an article about the Australian Rugby Shield

−

the club’s history

−

a supporters’ newsletter

−

information about team members.

PART 3: VISUAL ELEMENTS
a. Discuss the visual elements of the website. Is this a well-laid-out site which
is easy to view? Some of the visual features to refer to include:
– colour. The homepage is a vivid red colour with some areas like the top
bar in black. Red and black are the team colours of the Gungahlin Eagles
Rugby Club and the colours of the players’ uniforms.
– text is white on red or black, with headings and links in bolded white so
they stand out and are easy to read. The letters are clear in a plain font
that is easy to read. This sort of font is described as sans serif.

Serif
Notice the additional
small lines added at the
end of each stroke.

Times New Roman

Sans Serif

Helvetica,
Futura and Arial

Notice there are no small
lines added at the end of
each stroke.

– the football logo. This symbol is seen in the top right corner of all the
Official Rugby Union Clubs homepages.
– the Eagles’ logo. The logo has an ancient appearance. In Ancient Rome
the eagle was the symbol of Jupiter, the supreme god. As the Roman
legions conquered the world, they marched under the standard of the
eagle with outstretched wings. It was a symbol of victory. This ancient
symbol was chosen by the club for its symbolism and perhaps to give the
new club a well-established feel.
– the old black-and-white team photograph. The photograph, chosen in
preference to a recent colour photograph, gives a sense of history,
permanence and stability to the club.
b. Ask students to think about their favourite sports team and think about a
logo and colours they might use if they were designing a homepage for the
team.
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c. Organise students into small groups. Ask each group to plan a website for a
local or school sports team. Some key guidelines for designing the layout of
a homepage include:
−

the design should be attractive and colourful

−

include the team’s colours, flags or logo

−

draw your first draft freehand or use a drawing program

−

make sure the information is easy to read.

Ask students to make a list of the names and content of three webpages
they think users of the site would be interested in and should be included
on the site. Develop a list of weblinks.

PART 4: REFLECTION
Reflect on the role played by websites in the local community. Discuss how
community organisations use the Internet and email to communicate their message.

PART 5: EXTENSION
Use the Internet to research some basic design principles. What makes a
good website?
Deconstruct some additional websites and create a wall display.

Lesson: Websites 2

4

Lesson: Websites 2

The homepage
provides Rugby news
and information
about National,
International and
State events.

The homepage
provides links to
recent Supporter’s
Newsletters.

The left side
includes headings
linked to information
on the site’s other web
pages on the site.

The central feature
is an article about the
history of the club
illustrated with an old
black and white
photograph of a game
and the club’s logo.

The club’s logo and
name. The logo
includes and eagle.

The site’s URL.

This logo appears
on all the Official
Australian Rugby
Union Clubs websites.
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STUDENT HANDOUT WEBSITE
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STUDENT HANDOUT YOUR WEBSITE
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