LESSON: Rugby in the community
THEME: Rugby diversity

LEVEL

RUG BY DIVERSIT Y

EdRugby Online Educational Resource
Upper primary

DESCRIPTION:
Students plan and prepare a presentation designed to inform members of their
school community about the game of Rugby. The preparation will involve input
from other students as well as input from and interviews with local Rugby clubs
contacted by telephone and letter.

OUTCOMES
This lesson contributes to the achievement of the following unit outcomes:

English
With teacher guidance, identifies and discusses how linguistic structures
and features work to shape readers’ and viewers’ understanding of texts.
Interacts confidently with others in a variety of situations to develop and
present familiar ideas, events and information.
Controls most distinguishing linguistic structures and features of basic text
types such as stories, procedures, reports and arguments.

Studies of Society and Environment
Describes how cultural groups, their belief systems and social organisation
contribute to the identity of a society.

The Arts
Responds to key visual features of artworks.
Explores and uses several art elements and uses specific skills and techniques
appropriate to the medium.

SUGGESTED TIME:
40 minutes

WHAT YOU NEED:
– class copies of student handout (at the end of this lesson plan)
– Internet access
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PART 1 INTRODUCTION
a. Recall with students the surge in interest in the game of Rugby Union during
the Rugby World Cup 2003. Suggest that there is a need to take that
interest further by informing people more about Rugby Union and how they
can be involved.
Brainstorm ways of informing the students’ own school community about
Rugby Union. Suggestions are outlined below:

a display

an excursion to
a match

presentation

informing people
about Rugby Union

a visit to a
club or stadium

visits by
players

visits by
coaches

b. At the conclusion of the brainstorm, develop a clear idea of the purpose and
audience of the presentation. It may be to work towards starting a school
Rugby team or encouraging students to join the local club. It could be to
source some help with the school sports program. The audience could include
parents as well as other classes and staff at school.
c. Using the ideas in the brainstorm, split the class into smaller groups to work
on developing each suggestion, for example the information needed and the
tasks that need to be done to achieve the goal. The following questions could
be a guide:
– What will we do to spread information about Rugby?
– What do we need to know?
– How will we find out?
You may decide to extend this activity into a brainstorm, with suggested
responses including:
– Who can help us?
– What space and time will we need?
– Who will see the presentation?
– How will we tell them about it?
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– What items will we need to find? (e.g. posters, Rugby artefacts,
photographs, anecdotes, videos, ads for joining the local club)
Collect and collate the ideas from different groups and formulate a class
plan, which may include groups working on different aspects of the
presentation. Students may have personal contacts or may use the
Internet, local newspapers and noticeboards, or visit a local club.
d. Connect to the Internet and access www.rugby.com.au then click the links
Rugby in the community > Find a club. Enter your postcode to find the
nearest club and their contact details.

PART 2 RUGBY ARTEFACTS
a. Part of the Rugby presentation may include showing Rugby artefacts.
Distribute Student Handout – Rugby artefacts showing photographs of some
Rugby artefacts. Alternatively, research some photographs of artefacts on
the website www.rugbymuseum.co.nz
b. Collect a list of the kinds of items featured in Rugby displays. Students
could visit their local Rugby club to view the artefacts on display
(see Part 4 for making contact with a club).
c. Discuss with students why people collect such items as caps, jerseys,
tickets, trophies, balls, photographs and autographs etc. Ask students
about their own collections of memorabilia, especially related to sport.
Ask them to explain the significance of such items to themselves and to
others, such as friends, their mother, or siblings.
d. Help students plan what artefacts may be possible to include in the class
presentation. If the students wish to contact a local club to arrange a loan
of or photographs of items, Part 4 of this lesson will help their preparation.

PART 3 SHARING EXPERIENCES
a. Explain that people are often persuaded to join in something new by hearing
about other people’s experiences. Encourage any class members with experience
of Rugby to share their stories. Other students listen with a view to writing a
summary. Interview students with questions such as:
– How did you first hear about Rugby?
– What made you think you’d like to join in?
– What did you think of it?
– What are the best things about Rugby?
– What would you say to anyone who is thinking of getting involved?
This line of questioning provides a model for students to interview Rugby
players they may be able to contact.
Lesson: Rugby in the community
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b. Distribute Student handout - Interviewing Tips. Read together with the class.
Brainstorm questions that could be asked of a club player. Guide students’
choice of open-ended questions.
c. Following the brainstorm, ask students to categorise and select a final list
of questions.
These questions can be asked in person, by telephone, via email or in a fax
or letter (see Part 4).
d. Organise some time for students to interview other students in the school
about their involvement in Rugby or about their Rugby memorabilia. This will
be good practice for interviewing a Rugby club player.
Ask students to write a summary of one of the interviews for inclusion in the
presentation, written in the first or third person.

PART 4 CONTACTING A CLUB
a. Help students to define precisely the purpose of the contact. Use the
brainstorm below as a guide:

arrange students to
assist in event and
competition management

invite a player
to speak

arange a visit
to the club

arrange a
training session
with club
purpose of
contacting a
club

arrange class
attendance at
a game
arrange to
interview a
player

get some
information on how
to join the club

arrange some
coaching for
the school

view or borrow
Rugby
artefacts
find out if kids
can be part of a
club committee
determine what
competitions
are on offer

b. Connect to the Internet and access www.rugby.com.au then click the links
Rugby in the community > Find a club. Enter your postcode to find the
nearest club and their contact details.
c. Distribute Student Handout – Telephone tips. Discuss the fact that a phone
call needs careful preparation as well. Read through the information with
the class. Organise students into pairs, one being the student and one
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being the Rugby club contact, to practise the telephone call in a role play.
Use the questions from the previous activity and record notes in the space
provided.
d. Explain that the telephone call should be followed up with a letter, email or
fax. Distribute Student handout – Letter to a club which shows a sample
letter with annotations. Discuss with students how to adapt it to their own
purpose. The questions the students ask may be repeated or changed as a
result of the telephone call.
e. Discuss how the letter changes in form if sent in an email or in a fax.
Select which format will best suit the students’ situation. Distribute Student
handouts – Fax to a club and Email to a club.
f. Draft the letter as a joint construction with the whole class contributing or
ask each student to draft a letter and then choose one to polish and send
to the club. Send several of the letters if they contain a variety of requests.
g. After receiving a reply, the information can be used for the Rugby presentation.
Help students gather the information and organise the interviews or visits
according to the response of the club and referring back to their original
plan. This will include other tasks such as the organisation of space and
timing and invitations to parents and other classes to attend.
Note: If Rugby club personnel are to be involved in coaching students,
issues such as insurance, parental permission and child protection
legislation must be considered.
After the presentation, remind students to thank all participants.

PART 5 REFLECTION
Reflect on the importance of community links and connections. How could you
measure the success of the class display in its aim of encouraging interest
and participation in Rugby? Discuss how the love of Rugby be spread to
others who aren’t yet involved in the game?
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PART 6 EXTENSION
Distribute the literacy activity at the end of this lesson.
Select the best examples of interviews for inclusion in the display.
Include a photograph of the student, friend or visitor being interviewed.
Use the Internet to find out more about local community groups which may
be online.
Research Rugby artefacts in the library.
Develop a list outlining what clubs and associations are able to offer schools.
Develop a list outlining ideas for linking clubs to schools.

Explore www.rugby.com.au/edrugby (select ‘ONLINE RESOURCE’) for a
student interactive activity related to this lesson.

Lesson: Rugby in the community
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STUDENT HANDOUT RUGBY ARTEFACTS 1

This was awarded to the 1908 Wallabies for their gold
medal win for Rugby in the 1908 London Olympics.

Rugby Boots - circa early 1930s. Hand
made leather boots with studs, owned
by Dr Alec Ross who played 20 tests
for Australia between 1925 and 1934
and captained the first Australian
team to tour to South Africa in 1933.

Old Style Protective Piece Rugby Cap - belonged to Sir
The knee guard.
Edward “Weary” Dunlop who
played for Victoria and played two
tests for Australia v New Zealand
in 1932 and 1934. 1934 was the
first year Australia won the
Bledisloe Cup.

Cap, Pennant and Flag –
All Blacks

Trophy – Northern Zone
Rugby
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Trophy - Bledisloe Cup.
Donated in 1931 by Lord
Bledisloe, the then Governor
General of New Zealand, to
foster sporting relationships
between Australia and New
Zealand. It was first played
for in 1931.

Pennants – Newport
Junior Rugby Club
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STUDENT HANDOUT RUGBY ARTEFACTS 2

Photo on board “SS Omrah” - The 1908 Wallabies
waving farewell as they depart for their six week
sea voyage to England. The tour to the United
Kingdom and America lasted nine months
(including travelling) and 38 matches were played.

Specific Rugby Team The Australian team v the British Isles,
1888.

Old Style Uniform - Norman Row,
a member of the 1908 Wallabies
dressed in full playing gear. The
jersey is the light blue jersey of
New South Wales Rugby Union
with “Australia” embroidered
underneath the Waratah. This
was the jersey used by the
national touring teams until 1929
when the first official national
jersey of green with the Australian
Coat of Arms was introduced.
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STUDENT HANDOUT INTERVIEWING TIPS
– Decide who you want to get information from.
– Ask the person’s permission and tell them what the interview is for.
– Prepare the questions in advance and, if possible, let the person see them
beforehand.
– Include open ended questions which will require more than a ‘yes’, ‘no’ or
single word answer. You may not need to ask some questions if you already
know the answer.
– If you are recording, check that all audio or video equipment is working and
that the framing and volume is right.
– Look at the person while you are talking to them, even when you are trying
to read questions or make notes.
– Be flexible enough to ask more about something interesting that you didn’t
expect.
– Thank the person for their time.
– Write the summary of the interview or the article it is part of.
– Show them the final version of the interview.

Lesson: Rugby in the community
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STUDENT HANDOUT TELEPHONE TIPS
– Prepare your questions.
– Find out the appropriate telephone number and a name if possible.
– Call at a time that is likely to be convenient.
– Tell the person who you are and what you’d like to know.
– Be ready to make notes and write down names and numbers.
– Confirm the action you will take.
– Thank the person for their help.
Notes

Lesson: Rugby in the community
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STUDENT HANDOUT LETTER TO A CLUB
Who the letter
is from and
their address
and date.

Class 5M
Avalon Public School
Old Barrenjoey Road
Avalon NSW 2107
22/4/04

Use the terms
‘Secretary’
and ‘Sir/
Madam’ if you
don’t know the
names of the
people in the
club.

Dear Sir/Madam,
Our fifth grade class is planning a presentation next month for students
and parents at the school to tell them more about Rugby Union. We hope
the presentation and display will encourage more people to join the
Rugby Club. We’d also like some help with starting Rugby Union for
school sport.

Suggest ways
of replying.

Thank the
person.
Sign off with
‘Yours
sincerely’.

Who the letter
is to and their
address.

The Secretary
Newport Rugby Club
PO Box 840
Newport NSW 2106

We hope you will be able to help us find some items for our display.
We’d also like to interview some players in the club about their
experiences. If a speaker could come along to school to talk about
Rugby, that would be very helpful too. We are looking forward to
building the relationship between our school and your club.
If you think the club could help us, please let us know by email
Y5M@school.edu.au
or by letter.

Say who you
are\and what
you want
information for.
‘We’ means the
whole class

List ways the
club could help
If this is an
interview by
letter, include
the questions

Thank you very much.
Yours sincerely
Jonny W and Mary S

Lesson: Rugby in the community

11

RUG BY DIVERSIT Y

STUDENT HANDOUT FAX TO A CLUB

Fax
To: The Secretary, Newport Rugby Club
Fax number: 02 9997 6350
From: Class 5M, Avalon Public School
Date: 22/4/04
Pages including this one: 1

‘We’ means
the whole
class

Suggest ways
of replying.

Our fifth grade class is planning a presentation next month for
students and parents at the school to tell them more about Rugby.
We hope the presentation and display will encourage more people
to join the Rugby Club. We’d also like some help with starting Rugby
Union for school sport.
We hope you will be able to help us find some items for our display.
We’d also like to interview some players in the club about their
experiences. If a speaker could come along to school to talk about
Rugby, that would be very helpful too.
If you think the club could help us, please let us know by return fax
or by email Y5M@school.edu.au.

Say who you
are\and what
you want
information for.

List ways the
club could help
If this is an
interview by
letter, include
the questions

Thank the
person.

Thank you very much.

Jonny W and Mary S
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STUDENT HANDOUT EMAIL TO A CLUB

To: newportrugby@local.com.au
Subject: Helping class with Rugby information
Date:
From:
The date and
the email
address it
is from will
be added
automatically.

Suggest the
quickest way
of replying.

Thank the
person.

Our fifth grade class is planning a presentation next month
for students and parents at the school to tell them more
about Rugby Union. We hope the presentation and display will
encourage more people to join the Rugby Club. We’d also like
some help with starting Rugby Union for school sport.
We hope you will be able to help us find some items for our
display. We’d also like to interview some players in the club
about their experiences. If a speaker could come along to
school to talk about Rugby, that would be very helpful too.

Say who you
are\and what
you want
information for.
‘We’ means the
whole class
List ways the
club could help
If this is an
interview by
letter, include
the questions

If you think the club could help us, please let us know by
replying to this email.

Thank you very much.
Jonny W and Mary S
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STUDENT HANDOUT WORD PUZZLE
Rugby in the community
Search the puzzle below and circle the listed words.
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Word list
ARCHIVE

GUEST

PRESENTATION

ARTEFACT

INCLUSION

RUGBY

AUTOGRAPHS

INTERVIEW

SPORT

BALL

INVOLVE

STUDENT

CAPS

JERSEY

TEAM

CONTACT

LETTER

TELEPHONE

CONTRIBUTION

MEMORABILIA

TICKET

DISPLAY

NEIGHBOURHOOD

TROPHY

EMAIL

PHOTOGRAPHS

WALLABY

FAX

POSTER
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STUDENT HANDOUT WORD PUZZLE
Rugby Words
Write acrostic poems to add to the display to promote interest in
the game.
Choose words and phrases that begin with the letters in rugby
words.
For example:
Really good fun
Under 13s team
Great experience
Best friends
You’ll love it!
Write acrostic poems using any of the following words:
W
A
L
L
A
B
Y
T
E
A
M
W
O
R
K
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C
T
O
R
Y
C
O
N
V
E
R
S
I
O
N
L
I
N
E
O
U
T
T
A
C
K
L
E
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