LESSON: Rugby poems

RUG BY MEDIA

THEME: Rugby media

LEVEL

EdRugby Online Educational Resource
Upper primary
Lower secondary

DESCRIPTION:
Students discuss a range of poems presenting a point of view about Rugby and
life. They explore themes of winning, losing, camaraderie and passion and
discuss a range of perspectives and opinions.

OUTCOMES
This lesson contributes to the achievement of the following unit outcomes:

English
With teacher guidance, identifies and discusses how linguistic structures
and features work to shape readers’ and viewers’ understanding of texts.
Identifies and discusses some of the relationships between ideas,
information and events in visual texts designed for general viewing.

SUGGESTED TIME:
40 minutes

WHAT YOU NEED:
– class copies of student handout (at the end of this lesson plan)
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PART 1: PIECES OF WRITING
a. The following pieces of writing were found in a Rugby desk calendar.
Read each piece of writing to the class:

RUG BY MEDIA

But it isn’t just the winning
Nor the scoring, nor the cheers,
It’s the friendship and the memories
That last you through the years.

It’s the camaraderie
That’s born of valour not of fame
It’s the sheer exhilaration
When you play the running game.
Peter Fenton

Gallant and good tempered in the field, may we love the game above the prize.
Enable us to lose, when that must be, without sullenness, and when we win make
us generous to those who are defeated.
Viv Phelps

In Rugby, like in life, there is a score, and there are going to be winners and there
are going to be losers, and quite often the difference between the two is loyalty.
The importance of giving, rather than receiving and the importance of sharing
are all the ingredients of victory.
Alan Jones

b. Work with the class to find out more about the pieces of writing. Examine and
discuss each piece of writing in turn.
Prompt questions may include:
What does this piece of writing promote?
Are pieces of writing like this important? Why?
Why was this written?
Who is the typical audience?
What does the author think about victory?
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What does the author think about camaraderie?
What does the author think about friendship?
What does the author think about sharing?

RUG BY MEDIA

Work with the class to record answers to some of these questions.
c. Ask the class to think about the issues raised in the poem. Ask them to think
about what the author is trying to communicate, the deeper meaning behind
the writing and what the issues raised mean to them.

PART 3: EXPLORING THE TEXT
a. Organise the class into small groups. Assign one of the pieces of writing to
each group. Alternatively, ask students to select one that they would like to
work on.
Ask each group to discuss and record some of the issues related to their
example. Use the questions and prompts shown below as a guide:
What is the author saying?
What does it mean to you?
Record your opinion about the issue.
Provide additional information to support your perspective.
Write about some examples from your own life experience that illustrate
some of the ideas introduced. For example, your point of view may involve
the importance of recognising aspects of competition other than winning.
One possible way to back up your point of view might be to recount a story.
Remember, your examples can be about any aspect from your own experience.
c. Allow enough time for each group member to contribute. Ask each group to
collate their opinions and report their finding back to the class.

PART 4: REFLECTION
Discuss the ideas that were introduced and discussed in the brainstorms and
presentations. What were some of the attitudes and opinions presented by the
class? Discuss the importance of other aspects of sport and competition such
as friendship, camaraderie, teamwork, memories, loyalty, sharing and tradition.
Explore the concept of valour in the context of sport.
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PART 5: EXTENSION
Students could record the points of view raised in the discussions and write
up a report

RUG BY MEDIA

Find more poems and quotes related to sport. Develop another lesson to
explore some of the other ideas introduced by them.
Write an editorial about the topic introduced by the discussion, in the form
that appears in newspapers. Change the perspective to reflect a range of
different opinions.
Ask students to look through newspapers and magazines to find examples
of topics and points of view and people who have expressed an opinion.
Students can begin to complete their essay or report on the issues and
points of view raised in the lesson.
Work with students to develop a short story based on their interpretation of
the piece of writing.
Explore the language used in poems. Compare to other forms of writing found
in books, newspapers and magazines. Are the audiences the same? How might
the language change if it was written for a different purpose?
Use the Internet to search for opinions. Develop a letter or email to send to
the radio show on a current topic. Explore www.smh.com.au/yoursay and
contribute your opinion.
Find other examples of inspirational quotes and develop your own class
book of quotes to reflect your school’s values.
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STUDENT HANDOUT TEXTS
But it isn’t just the winning
Nor the scoring, nor the cheers,

RUG BY MEDIA

It’s the friendship and the memories
That last you through the years.

It’s the camaraderie
That’s born of valour not of fame
It’s the sheer exhilaration
When you play the running game.
Peter Fenton

Gallant and good tempered in the field, may we love the game above the prize.
Enable us to lose, when that must be, without sullenness, and when we win
make us generous to those who are defeated.
Viv Phelps

In Rugby, like in life, there is a score, and there are going to be winners and
there are going to be losers, and quite often the difference between the two is
loyalty. The importance of giving, rather than receiving and the importance of
sharing are all the ingredients of victory.
Alan Jones
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