LESSON: Advance Australia Fair
THEME: Australian pride

LEVEL

AUSTRALIAN PRIDE

EdRugby Online Educational Resource
Upper primary
Lower secondary

DESCRIPTION:
Students are introduced to the purpose and form of a national anthem. They
explore its values and qualities to find the image of Australia that it promotes.

OUTCOMES
This lesson contributes to the achievement of the following unit outcomes:

English
With teacher guidance, identifies and discusses how linguistic structures
and features work to shape readers’ and viewers’ understanding of texts.
Identifies and discusses some of the relationships between ideas,
information and events in visual texts designed for general viewing.
Explains possible reasons for people’s varying interpretations of a text.

Studies of Society and Environment:
Describes how cultural groups, their belief systems and social organisation
contribute to the identity of a society.

SUGGESTED TIME:
40 minutes

WHAT YOU NEED:
− recording of the Australian national anthem (on tape, compact disc, video,
other), ideally before a Rugby test match.
− class copies of the Australian national anthem (at the end of this lesson plan).
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PART 1: INTRODUCTION
a. Brainstorm with the class to find out more about the Australian national
anthem. Prompt questions may include:
Why are we looking at anthems anyway?
What is it?
Why do we have an anthem?
What is its purpose?
Where do you hear the anthem?
What do the words mean to you?
How does it make you feel?
What are some of the main images invoked?
What are some phrases used?
Why are the players singing? or not singing?
Does the anthem sum up how we see ourselves?
b. Play the video or other recording of the Australian national anthem, ‘Advance
Australia Fair’ to the class. An ideal recording to show is the anthem as
performed at a major sporting event.
c. Work with the whole class to collect a list of the qualities and values that an
anthem promotes.

what an anthem
promotes

values

heritage

virtues

wealth
courage

freedom

d. Discuss the ideas around the qualities and values that are evoked in an
anthem. Some suggested questions include:
What are some of the things we value?
What are some of our traditions?
What do we mean by freedom?
Does our past matter to us?
What do we mean by wealth?
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e. Work with the class to find examples in contemporary Australia that show
these values. For example, Cleanup Australia campaign, 40-hour famine,
State Emergency Service volunteers, surf lifesaving, ANZAC day and others.

PART 2: EXPLORING AN ANTHEM
a. Distribute copies of the student handout – Advance Australia Fair. Explain
that ‘Advance Australia Fair’ was composed by Glasgow-born Peter Dodds
McCormick. The first public performance is thought to have been in 1878.
b. Ask students to examine the text to find words and phrases that have the
most impact, help promote values and enhance meaning. Students should
circle any words they don’t understand and find out what they mean.
Are these words still used in everyday language? Why or why not?
c. Work with the whole class to construct a summary table of the phrases
or terms together with the effect or meaning.

Phrase or term

Meaning

our home is girt by sea

Australia is an island, surrounded by oceans

Australians all let us rejoice all Australians united in a celebration of our country
boundless plains to share

describes Australia as a welcoming country

wealth for toil
d. Ask students
How do we normally hear the anthem?
Is it spoken?
What is it about singing that makes it different?
What role does the music play?
Do you feel any different if you hear the music?
Discuss the role that music plays in a national anthem.

PART 3: REFLECTION
Discuss the relevance of our anthem in contemporary society.
Has our anthem gained greater significance in recent times?
Reflect on some emotions and feelings evoked by the anthem and its values.
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PART 4: EXTENSION
Have students examine their own values and develop an anthem for them.
This is explored in another lesson plan – Writing an Anthem.
Organise for students to make a presentation of a range of national
anthems to the class.
Use the Internet to search for the remaining lyrics to the other verses of
‘Advance Australia Fair’. Why are these verses rarely sung?
Compare with anthems from other countries.
Use the Internet to search for the lyrics of national anthems of teams that
competed at the Rugby World Cup 2003. Explain the meaning behind
the lyrics, and the history of how the music and words were developed.
How are they depicting their country?
What role does the music play in a national anthem? Find recordings
of the Russian, French and Austrian national anthems and listen to the
music. What emotions are evoked? How does each anthem make you feel?
Find a copy and discuss the song ‘A Number On My Back’ written by John
Williamson for the Wallabies.
Find out more about Peter Dodds McCormick, the composer of ‘Advance
Australia Fair’.
Canada and Australia used to have the same national anthem as England,
‘God Save the Queen’. Canada now has a new national anthem and a new
flag. How important is a national flag to a nation’s identity?
Ask students to look through magazines and other references to find
anthems and themes for sporting events and tournaments around the
world.
Find out if any students play a musical instrument. Organise a presentation
and have them play the music of a national anthem.
Discuss the features, purpose and audience of a range of anthems.
Explore the language used in a range of anthems, noting the origin of each
anthem.
Try to find anthems that have been updated and find out why this happened
Find a copy of the CD or video Anthems – A Celebration of Australia by John
Williamson. Explore the songs and anthems including ‘Waltzing Matilda
2000’ with 100 000 people singing at the 1999 Rugby Bledisloe Cup game
at Stadium Australia.
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STUDENT HANDOUT

ADVANCE AUSTRALIA FAIR

Australians all let us rejoice,
For we are young and free;
We’ve golden soil and wealth for toil,
Our home is girt by sea;
Our land abounds in Nature’s gifts
Of beauty rich and rare;
In history’s page, let every stage
Advance Australia fair!
In joyful strains then let us sing,
‘Advance Australia fair!’
Beneath our radiant southern Cross,
We’ll toil with hearts and hands;
To make this Commonwealth of ours
Renowned of all the lands;
For those who’ve come across the seas
We’ve boundless plains to share;
With courage let us all combine
To advance Australia fair.
In joyful strains then let us sing
‘Advance Australia fair!’
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