
 

Appendix 7:  ARU Code of Conduct 
 

Australian Rugby Union 

Code of Conduct By-Laws 

 

1  Interpretation 

In  t hese By-Law s: 

“ARU” m eans t he Aust ralian  Rugby Union Lt d ; 

“Bookmaker” m eans a person  or  organ isat ion  in  t he business o f  receiving , negot iat ing , 

o r  set t ling bet s; 

“Competition” m eans any m at ch p layed  as par t  o f  a st ruct ured  com pet it ion  or  ser ies, a 

t r ial m at ch, a f r iend ly m at ch, a m at ch against  a visit ing  t eam  f rom  anot her  un ion or  

m at ches, t r ials or  any o t her  com pet it ions invo lving  a Rugby Body; 

“game” m eans rugby f oo t ball; 

“Laws of the Game” m eans t he Law s o f  t he Gam e of  t he In t ernat ional Rugby Board ; 

“Member Union” m eans a un ion in  m em bersh ip  o f  t he ARU; 

“officer” m eans a d irect or , o t her  o f f icer  or  em p loyee o f  t he Rugby Body; 

“participant” m eans a p layer  (includ ing an am at eur  or  non -cont ract  p layer ), a ref eree, 

t ouch judge or  o t her  m at ch o f f icial, a select or , coach, t rainer , m anager  or  o t her  t eam  

of f icial, o r  an  ind ividual invo lved  in  t he organ isat ion , adm in ist rat ion  or  p rom ot ion  o f  

Rugby Foot ball includ ing a d irect or , o t her  o f f icer  or  em p loyee o f  a Rugby Body; 

“Rugby Body” m eans t he ARU, any Mem ber Un ion or  Af f i liat ed  Un ion o f  t he ARU, or  any 

Rugby Union, Club  or  o t her  body in  m em bersh ip  w it h  or  af f i liat ed  t o  a Mem ber  Un ion 

or  Af f i liat ed  Un ion; 

“Rugby-related conduct” includes behaviour  w h ich  occurs out side t he p laying enclosure 

t hat  m ay dam age t he im age o f  Rugby Foot ball o r  w h ich  m ay im pair  pub lic conf idence 

in  t he in t egr it y and  good  charact er  o f  par t icipant s, includ ing, bu t  no t  lim it ed  t o , 

conduct  dur ing  t ravel t o  or  f r om  eit her  Rugby Foot ball gam es or  aut hor ised  t ours 

(w het her  w it hin  Aust ralia or  overseas), conduct  w hen on t our , conduct  at  Rugby 

f unct ions and  p r om ot ional event s and  o t her  conduct  w here a par t icipant  is invo lved  in  

act ivit ies connect ed  w it h  t he ARU or  i t s sponsors;  

w ords in  t he singu lar  include t he p lural and  vice versa; and   



 
a ref erence t o  a gender  includes t he o t her  genders. 

 

2  Object of By-Laws 

The ARU is com m it t ed  t o  p rom ot ing  and  st rengt hen ing t he posit ive im age o f  Rugby 

Foot ball and  it s par t icipan t s in  Aust ralia. In  ligh t  o f  t h is com m it m ent , t he Code o f  

Conduct  seeks t o  est ab lish  st andar ds o f  per f orm ance and  behaviour  t o  ensure t hat  

par t icipant s act  in  a p ro f essional and  p roper  m anner  and  t o  ensure t hat  t he gam e is 

p layed  and  conduct ed  w it h  d iscip lined  and  spor t ing  behaviour . The Code o f  Cond uct  

also  seeks t o  det er  all on -f ield  and  Rugby-relat ed  conduct  t hat  cou ld  dam age t he gam e 

o f  Rugby Foot ball b y im pair ing  pub lic conf idence in  t he honest  and  o rder ly conduct  o f  

m at ches and  com pet it ions or  in  t he in t egr it y and  good  charact er  o f  par t icipant s. 

In  add it ion , t hese By-Law s seek t o  ensure t hat  every Par t icipant  is liab le t o  ef f ect ive 

sanct ions if  t hey are f ound  t o  have b reached  t he Code o f  Conduct . 

  

3  Code of Conduct 

All par t icipant s in  t he gam e are b ound : 

(a)  not  t o  bet  o r  o t herw ise f inancially specu lat e, d irect ly or  ind irect ly, on  t he 

out com e or  on any o t her  aspect  o f  a Rugby Foot ball m at ch or  Com pet it ion  w h ich 

he or  she is eit her  invo lved  in  (w het her  as a p layer , o f f icial o r  in  any o t her  

capacit y) o r  connect ed  t o ; 

(i) no t  t o  t h row  or  f ix a m at ch, t ry t o  ach ieve a cont r ived  out com e t o  a m at ch or  

a 

Com pet it ion , o r  o t herw ise in f luence im p roper ly t he out com e or  any o t her  

aspect  o f  a m at ch or  a Com pet it ion ; 

(i i) no t  t o  p rovide in f orm at ion  t o  a Bookm aker  about  a m at ch or  any aspect  o f  a 

m at ch w h ich  he or  she is eit her  invo lved  in  (w het her  as a p layer , o f f icial o r  in  any 

o t her  capacit y) o r  connect ed  t o ; 

(b )  not  t o  seek or  accep t  a b r ibe or  o t her  benef it  t o  do anyt h ing m ent ioned  in  sub -

paragraphs (i) and  (ii); 

(c)  t o  repor t  im m ed iat ely t o  t he ARU any of f er  o f  a b r ibe or  o t her  benef it  t o  do 

anyt h ingm ent ioned  in  paragraph (i) and  (i i) o r  any at t em p t  by any o t her  person t o  

do anyt h ing  m ent ioned  in  paragraphs (a) ,o r  (b ); 



 
(d )  t o  p rom ot e t he reput at ion  o f  t he gam e and  t o  t ake all reasonab le st eps t o  

p revent  t he gam e f rom  being b rought  in t o  d isreput e; 

(e)  not  t o  engage in  any Dop ing Pract ice as def ined  in t he ARU’s Dop ing By -Law s; 

(f )  t o  com p ly w it h t he ARU’s Saf et y Direct ives f o r  Ref erees, Coaches and  Player s; 

(g)  not  t o  repeat ed ly b reach  t he Law s o f  t he Gam e relat ing  t o  Fou l Play or  

Misconduct ; 

(h )  not  t o  abuse, t h reat en or  in t im idat e a ref eree, t ouch judge or  o t her  m at ch 

o f f icial, w het her  on or  o f f  t he f ield , o r  a select or , coach, m anager  or  o t her  t eam  

of f icial; 

(i) not  t o  show  unnecessary obvious d issension, d isp leasure or  d isapp roval t ow ards a 

ref eree, t ouch judge or  o t her  m at ch o f f icial, h is or  her  decision  or  generally 

f o llow ing a decision  o f  a m at ch o f f icial; 

(j)  not  t o  use crude or  abusive language or  gest ures t ow ards ref erees, t ouch judges 

or  o t her  m at ch o f f icials or  spect at ors; 

(k)  not  t o  do anyt h ing w h ich  is likely t o  in t im idat e, o f f end , insu lt  o r  hum iliat e anot her  

par t icipant  on  t he ground  o f  t he religion , sexual o r ien t at ion , d isab ili t y, race, 

co lour  or  nat ional o r  et hn ic or ig in  o f  t he person; 

(l)  not  t o  conduct  t hem selves in  any m anner , o r  engage in  any act ivit y, w het her  on 

or  o f f  t he f ield , t hat  w ould  im pair  pub lic conf idence in  t he honest  and  order ly 

conduct  o f  m at ches and  com pet it ions or  in  t he in t egr it y and  good  charact er  o f  

par t icipant s; and  

 (m )  not  t o  do anyt h ing w h ich  adversely af f ect s or  ref lect s on or  d iscred it s t he gam e, 

t he ARU, any Mem ber  Un ion or  Af f i liat ed  Un ion o f  t he ARU, or  any squad , t eam , 

com pet it ion , t ournam ent , sponsor , o f f icial supp lier  o r  licensee, includ ing, bu t  no t  

lim it ed  t o, any i llegal act  o r  any act  o f  d ishonest y or  f raud . 

 

 4  Officers of a Rugby Body 

An o f f icer  m ust , in  relat ion  t o  t he Rugby Body o f  w h ich  he or  she is an o f f icer :  

(a)  act  in  good  f ait h  and  in t he best  in t erest s o f  t he Rugby Body; 

(b )  avo id  all conf lict s o f  in t erest  bet w een: 



 
(i) t he in t erest s o f  t he Rugby Body; and  

(i i) h is or  her  ow n in t erest s or  t he in t erest s o f  any o t her  person, includ ing 

anot her  Rugby Body; and  

(c)  not  d isclose t o  any person or  use f o r  h is or  her  ow n purposes conf ident ial 

in f orm at ion  

ob t ained  as a resu lt  o f  t he of f icer ’s relat ionsh ip  w it h  t he Rugby Body, includ ing 

but  not  lim it ed  t o  deliberat ions o f  t he board  o f  d irect o rs or  o t her  govern ing 

organ o f  t he Rugby  Body. 

 

5  Duty to Comply 

Each Mem ber Un ion and  each Af f i liat ed  Un ion is ob liged : 

(a)  t o  com p ly w it h , and  t o  requ ire Rugby Unions, Clubs and  o t her  bod ies and  persons 

in  m em bersh ip  w it h  it  o r  af f i liat ed  t o  it  t o  com p ly w it h , t hese By -Law s; and  

(b )  t o  adop t  t he Procedures f o r  Monit o r ing  and  Discip lin ing  Breaches o f  t he Code o f  

Conduct  set  out  in  t he Append ix t o  t hese By-Law s f or  m onit o r ing  com p liance w it h , 

and  im posing  sanct ions f o r  b reaches o f , t hese By-law s by par t icipant s under  it s 

ju r isd ict ion  or  t he  ju r isd ict ion  o f  Rugby Unions, Clubs and  o t her  b od ies in  

m em bersh ip  w it h  it  o r  af f i liat ed  t o  i t . 

__________________ 

A p erson  m ay be an  of f icer  of  m or e t han  one Rugby Bod y, in  w h ich  case it  is im por t ant  f or  t he p er son t o 

d ist inguish  t he separat e capacit ies in  w h ich  he o r  she act s as an  o f f icer ; f or  exam p le, a d irect or  of  t he ARU, 

w hen act ing in  t hat  cap acit y, m ust  act  in  t he best  int er est s of  t he ARU in p ref erence t o  t he in t er est s o f  any 

o t her  Rugb y Bod y of  w h ich  he or  she is an  of f icer . 

 
 


