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As leaders in world Rugby, the ARU has
clearly identified the need for a Rugby Services
division to manage a range of issues and
functions associated with the game.

The ARU’s support of FORU involves
membership of the Executive, fulfilling the
treasury role and match scheduling for
the region, including 2007 Rugby World
Cup qualifiers held in 2005 as well as a
number of divisional tournaments.
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As a leader in world Rugby, in 2004, the
Australian Rugby Union clearly identified
the need for a Rugby Services division to
manage a range of issues and functions
associated with the game.
Rugby Services manages the following
functions:

• Regional Tournament Director for
SANZAR

• Executive Member of Federation of
Oceania Rugby Union (FORU)

• IRB Laws and Regulations
• Match management for ARU fixtures
• Logistics operations for inbound and
outbound tours

• IRB Regulation 21 – Anti-Doping
• Match scheduling
In 2005, Rugby Services performs the
role of Regional Tournament Director for
SANZAR and in 2006 and 2007 assumes
the role of Secretariat for the expanded
Super 14 and Tri Nations competitions.
Rugby Services manages the impact of
IRB Laws and Regulations changes on the
game, which primarily involves initiating and
responding to proposals for change through
the ARU delegates to the IRB Council.
The ARU is a member of the Federation
of Oceania Rugby Union (FORU), which
supports the needs of rugby in the
wider Pacific region. Following governance
changes approved by the IRB in November
2004, FORU, along with the Asia and
Africa regions is now represented on the
IRB Council.
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The ARU will also provide match officials
for Test matches in the region, as well as
match commissioners and judicial officers
for a number of games.
Rugby Services provides match management at all major fixtures in Australia.
Rugby World Cup set an international
benchmark for how the game is managed
and the ARU continues to provide

management practices of the highest
standard. It is important to note that this
only occurs because of the broad and
dedicated volunteer base that supports
the ARU, including liaison officers, judicial
and citing officers, ball boys and girls and
their liaisons, timekeepers and medical
and match day staff.
Rugby Services manages the logistics
and operations for a number of Australian
matches and national teams including all
Tests, the Australian Ricoh Sevens, the
Australian Under 21s, the Australian Under
19s, visiting Super 12 teams and the
Junior All Blacks tour of Australia 2005.

2004 HIGHLIGHTS
Anti-Doping
In April 2004 the IRB Council approved
amendments to IRB Regulation 21 –
Anti-Doping. Changes to the Regulation
were implemented to bring the game in
line with the World Anti-Doping Agency
(WADA) Code, which the IRB officially
adopted on June 1, 2004. The WADA
Code was established to supplement
and coordinate existing efforts to
educate athletes about the harms of
doping, reinforce the ideal of fair play and
sanction those who cheat themselves
and their sport. To ensure compliance
with the newly adopted IRB Regulation
and WADA Code, the ARU has drafted its
Anti-Doping By-Laws.
Throughout the year, the Australian Sports
Drug Agency (ASDA) was contracted by
the ARU to carry out education sessions
and anti-doping testing on national team,
Super 12 and Academy players, both
within and out of competition. More than
150 Anti-Doping Tests were carried out,
all of which produced a negative result
for prohibited and banned substances.
In early August, the IRB introduced the
implementation of an Out of Competition
(OOC) Anti-Doping Program, which involved
the top 20 Rugby Unions nominating
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30 current 15’s squad members and
20 current 7’s squad members to form
part of the IRB Registered Testing Pool.
The IRB carried out Phase One of the
program in the last quarter of 2004, which
saw more than 358 tests conducted,
all of which returned negative results.
Following the success of Phase One,
the IRB plans to continue running the
program throughout 2005 and beyond.
One of the highlights of 2004 was the inaugural
Australia v Pacific Islanders Test in Adelaide. Getty Images

Laws changes
In April 2004, the IRB Council agreed to
approve the current April 2004 to RWC
2007 4-year timeline for Law changes.
This means that any proposed Law
changes will not be considered outside
the 4-year cycle unless because of
safety or emergency considerations.
The 4-year Law review process began
in November 2004, when some 70 Law
variations were considered by the IRB.
Based on responses from all rugby
playing nations, only minor adjustments
were made. These will appear in the
2005 Laws of the Game.
Rugby Services will continue to receive
and submit proposed Law changes that
are considered in the best interest of
the game, but major changes will now

only occur after RWC 2007. A number of Experimental Law
Variations (ELO) will be trialled in selected nations in the
ensuing years for consideration in 2007.

Scotland’s tour matches (against Queensland, NSW Country
and NSW), and supervised all Super 12 matches in Australia.

Match Schedule

IRB Regulation 17 – Illegal and/or Foul Play
and Misconduct

In 2004, for the first time, the ARU match schedule featured a
tour by the Pacific Islands Rugby Alliance (PIRA) – a combined
team of players from Fiji, Samoa, Tonga and the Cook Islands.
In addition to the inaugural Test against Australia, played in
Adelaide, the ARU also facilitated the management of the PIRA
Test against South Africa, in Gosford and tour matches against
a Queensland XV and a NSW XV.

In November 2004, the IRB Council fully reviewed and adopted
a revised IRB Regulation 17. The revisions were based on a
report tabled in April 2004 by the IRB Head of Legal and the IRB
Judicial Panel Chairman that considered a number of proposed
changes to the Regulation that came out of RWC 2003.

The ARU was very pleased to support the inaugural PIRA tour
and as well as covering the usual tour costs for a visiting team,
was to provide a grant to PIRA from the matches’ net revenue.

SANZAR and ARU personnel have since met on several
occasions to adapt the provisions of IRB Regulation 17 to the
conduct of matches under SANZAR jurisdiction. Further revision
will be undertaken by the ARU to adapt the Regulation for wider
application across ARU Member Unions.

The ARU also managed all Australian domestic Tests and
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