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ROBERT EDMOND McMASTER

COLIN JAMES WINDON

Jimmy Lisle was one of the most successful
cross-code footballers Australia has produced.
A champion athlete in his school years,
Mr Lisle first broke into first grade in 1959
at Drummoyne.

Former International Rugby referee, Craig
Ferguson, died during 2003 at the age of 75.

Robert McMaster played his first Rugby match
for Queensland against NSW at 19 years of
age. Mr McMaster learned to play Rugby at
Kelvin Grove State School in Brisbane and
later at St. Joseph’s, Gregory Terrace.

Col Windon, one of Rugby’s greatest attacking
flankers, died during 2003 at age 81.

Within a year he made his debut for NSW and in 1961 he played
three Tests for the Wallabies against Fiji and one against South Africa.
Comfortable at either flyhalf or centre, in 1962 Mr Lisle switched to
Rugby league and joined South Sydney. After just one appearance in
his new code, he played state of origin for NSW. After just five club
matches, Mr Lisle went on the all-conquering 1963 Kangaroos tour of
Great Britain and France. His meteoric rise through league to this day
remains the fastest of any modern-day player.
Throughout his life, Mr Lisle’s love of education never wavered and
after his playing days were over, he studied for a Masters of Education
degree at the University of Oregon in the US.
His former NSW Rugby halfback partner, Ken Catchpole, presented his
family with his Wallaby cap during his funeral service.
DONALD LEONARD LOGAN
For 30 seasons, Donald Logan donned the
Gordon Tartan, playing in every grade and
captaining most of them. He played half-back,
five-eighth, hooker, prop and flanker during
his long career.
Mr Logan played in the 1956 and 1958 Grand Finals, both of which
were won by Gordon. In 1957 Don won the Sun-Herald Fairfax Cup
for best and fairest player in Sydney. He represented Australia in
1957 and 1958.
In 1967 he captained the First Grade side to the Grand Final,
although he missed that match due to injury. In 1969 he became
club captain and captained the fourths to premierships in 1970 and
1972. He was elected an Honorary Life Member of the club in 1976.
When he finished playing in 1983 Mr Logan had amassed
350 club games including 108 in first grade. This record of
350 matches stood until 1997 when it was broken by
Bruce Nicholas.
Don served on the Gordon Rugby Club Management Committee
and in 1978 became Rugby Vice President, succeeding Gordon
Fountain as President in 1982. This position he held until 1991.
In 2000 Don was awarded the Sports 2000 Medal for services
to Rugby.

Mr. Ferguson grew up playing Rugby, cricket,
and amateur boxing and was also a member of the Shore Head of
the River rowing team.
In the mid-1960s he began refereeing and controlled all levels of
competition including six Test matches involving Australia, South
Africa, England, France and Wales.

He began as a halfback and later moved to the forwards.
Mr McMaster was also both an amateur and a pro wrestler
yet he hoped that Rugby officials would not notice his talents.

Mr. Ferguson was born in Sydney and attended Sydney Grammar
and Shore GPS College. Throughout his young adulthood he
worked with Unilever in Sydney and was transferred to the United
Kingdom in 1949 where he stayed for a couple of years.

In 1946 he was discharged as a sergeant in the army and regained
his place in the Queensland front row. He made his international
debut touring New Zealand with Bill McLean’s 1946 team and in
1947-48 toured Europe and North America with the Wallabies.

In 1952 Mr. Ferguson returned from London and had a menswear
business in Sydney until the early 1970s. He and his wife, Judith,
owned a pub from 1971 until 1977 before moving to the Gold
Coast. There he worked as a bar manager until he retired at age
55, but later returned to work at age 65.

Mr McMaster then accepted an offer to play four seasons for
Leeds Rugby League, thus becoming one of the most affluent
footballers in the 1950s. He was one of the toughest forwards the
sport has seen yet it was ‘Wallaby Bob’ who kept telling team mates
to keep focused on the football and to forget about the fights.

DAVID JOHN SHEPHERD
David Shepherd was one of the rare few men
who graduated from club Rugby in Melbourne
through the Victorian state team, to the
exalted ranks of the Australian Wallabies. He
played his first Test against New Zealand in
1964 and was capped four times more before a crippling injury
forced his early retirement from the game he had loved to play
from childhood.
Born in Cheshire and boarded at Blundells School in Devon,
Mr Shepherd was 17 when his father was sent to Australia in
1953 to become chairman of Unilever.
He was club captain of Harlequins and captain of Victoria for a
number of years until his talents were eventually recognised by the
national selectors. He was considered a “find” at the 1963 Wallaby
trials in Sydney and was picked to tour South Africa that year. His
chance eventually came in the third Test against the All Blacks.
Australia won the match handsomely and Mr Shepherd cemented
his place in the Wallabies.
Mr Shepherd left Australia to work in South-East Asia, where he
became regional CEO of the multinational advertising firm USP
Benson Needham, operating first of all from Singapore – where he
coached the national Rugby team – then from Bangkok.
He moved to Queensland 14 years ago and retired to his home on
Sunshine Beach, Noosa, in 1995.

While attending school in Randwick, he was
determined to play for Australia just as his older
brother Keith had done. Mr Windon went on to
play 98 games with Randwick, 27 games for NSW, and represented
Australia in 100 games including 20 Test matches from 1939-1952.
With his ability to run like the wind he earned the nickname
“Breeze”. For three decades he was Australia’s leading try scorer
and still holds the record for the most tries scored by a flanker.
He was vice-captain when Australia won the Bledisloe Cup in 1949
and he captained Australia in 1951. In 1999, he was named in
Rugby’s team of the century.
In his final year, Mr Windon received his Wallaby cap, No. 337, and
fulfiled his wish to go to New Zealand with the Australian Rugby
Union’s captain’s tour for the 100th anniversary of Trans-Tasman Rugby.

KEITH CHARLES WINNING

CHARLES BLUNT MBE

Former Wallaby captain Keith “Arch” Winning
passed away during 2003 at 75 years of age.

Mr Charles Blunt MBE was lost to Rugby in
2003. He was a former President of both
the NSW Rugby Union (1968-1972) and the
Australian Rugby Union (1969-1971), and
was a Life Member of both Unions.

Mr Winning captained the Wallabies in his first
and only Test, an 8-0 defeat at the hands of
the All Blacks in 1951 at the SCG.
Injury robbed Mr Winning of the chance to play more Tests after he
suffered a broken jaw playing for an Australia XV side against New
Zealand before the second Test.
He toured with the Wallabies to Great Britain, France and North
America in 1947, but a groin injury kept him out of those Tests.
A former Brisbane Grammar and Brisbane University student,
Mr Winning made his debut for Queensland at 17 in 1947 and
went on to captain his State in 1951.

MICHAEL TABRETT
Queensland and Australian Rugby was left in
mourning during December when Queensland
Reds player, Michael Tabrett, died suddenly.
Michael, 22, was a popular and talented member
of the Reds squad with a bright future in the game.
A former Australian A, Under 21 and Australian Sevens player,
Mr Tabrett joined the Reds Rugby College in 1998 and made his
Queensland debut against the British and Irish Lions in 2001, the
first of 11 caps for his State. He made his Super 12 debut during
2003 against the Crusaders.
Prior to joining the Reds fulltime, he worked as an apprentice green
keeper at Ballymore for two years.

He was made an Honorary Life member of the ARFU in 1972
and awarded an OBE for his contribution to sport whilst President.
Mr Blunt was also on the SCG Trust from 1975-1979 as well as
the Royal Rehabilitation Centre, Sydney from 1985-1994.
He learnt his rugby at The Kings School at Parramatta and was
heavily involved in NSW Country Rugby Union before moving to
Sydney where his support and contribution was enjoyed by the
Gordon Rugby Club. Mr Blunt represented the Australian Rugby
Union at the historic meeting of the International Rugby Board in
New Zealand in 1959. It was the first time the IRB had ever met
outside the United Kingdom, and the first time “the Dominion
Unions” (Australia, New Zealand and South Africa) were allowed
equal representation with the Home Unions on the IRB, with two
representatives each.
His involvement with the Gordon club was lengthy, serving as
Honorary Treasurer on the GDRUFC Board from 1956-59 and on
the board of both the Social and Rugby Clubs from the late 90s
until last year when he was forced to retire due to ill health. The
Colt of The Year Award was renamed in his honour last year.
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